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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 
THE UNITED STATES AND PENNSYLVANIA. 


DOCUMENTS 


Accompanying the Message from the President of the 
United States, transmitting corresnondence be- 
tween the Excecutive Government of the United 
States and tie Governor of Pennsylvania. 














House or Represevrarives, Dec. 19, 1833. 
Read and laid upon the table. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 

No. 1. Report trom the Secretary of State. 
No. 2. do. from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
No. 3. do. fioin the Secretary of War. 
No. 4. do. from the Secretary of the Navy. 
No. 5. do. from the Postinaster General. 

[ Nos. 1, 2, and 5 omitted. ] 

No. 3. 
War DeepartrmMent, Dec. 18, 1333. 


Sir: In obedience to your direction, [ have the | 


honor to subnit the acco:npanyiag copies of docu- 
ments, which emrace the correspondence with the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, and contain the informa- 
tion calied for én the first clause of the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of yesterday’s date, 
viz— 
A. A letter of Captain E. V. Sumner, command- 
ing the detachment of Dragoons at Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, communicating a call of the 


Governor of that State on him fora military | 


force, and his answer. 

B. Answer of this Department thereto. 

C. A letter and accompanying documents from 
the Governor, acdressed to the Presiteut, call- 
ing on hiin to furnish a military force, 

D. The answer of the Department thereto. 

E. The reply of the Governor to this answer. 

F. The answer of the Department to this reply. 

G. A secon’ letter froin Capt. Sumner, enclosing 

a second one froin the Governor to him. 

A letter from this Department to Major Craig, 

in coinmand of the United States arsenal at 

Pittsburg. 

I, A letter from Capt. G. D. Ramsay, in command 

of the Frankford arsenal, Pennsylvania, to the 

Colonel of Orduance, stating that a requisition 

had been made on him by the Governor for 

fixed ainmunition. 

Letter from the Colonel of Ordnance to Capt. 

Ramsay, asking what stores had been issued by 

him in pursuance of the Governor’s requisition, 

L. Reply of Capt. Ramsay thereto, with an in- 
voice of the stores issued by him. 

M. Fro: the Colonel of Ordnance to Capt. Ramsay. 

N. Letter from Capt. Ramsay in answer. 

O. From the Colonel! of Ordnance, directing Cap- 
tain Ramsay to report in person at the seat of 
Government. 

In reply to the second clause of the resolution, I 
have to state that no officer of the Department has 
‘*instizated or participated in the riotous ” proceed- 
ings referred to in the resolution, 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

To the Paesipent or THe Untrep Srares. 

JA. 
Carcisce Barracks, Dee. 15, 1238 . 


K. 





a 











| ceived from Governor Ritner, together with my re- 
ply to it. 
i am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

E.V. SUMNER, 
Capt. 1st Dragoons, comm’g. 
To Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adj't. Gen. 


Harrisspurea, Dec. 5, 1838. 
Sir: An insurrection having broken ont at this 
place, by which the regular functions of the State 
| Government have been completely interrupted, and 
ithe State capital thrown into the possession of a law- 
| less mob, to the exclusion of the Legislature, I here- 
| by request you forthwith to march the troops at your 
j}command to Harrisburg, for the protection of the 
constituted authorities of the Commonwealth, for 
|the suppression of the insurrection, and for the pre- 
;servation of our republican form of government, 
agreeably with the Constitution of the United States. 

I am, sir, &c., 
JOSEPH RITNER., 





To Captain SUMNER, 
Of the U. S. dragoons, stationed at Carlisle. 
Caruisite Barracks, Dec. 5, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter-of this date, and I hasten to reply to it. 
As the disturbance at the capital of this State appears 
to proceed from political differences alone, I do not 
feal that it would be proper for me to fterpose my 
command between the parties. If this riot proceed- 
‘ed from any other causes, | would offer you the 
services of iny command before you will receive this 
letter. 
I am, sir, with high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ik. V. SUMNER, 
Capt. \st dragouns, comm’g, 
The Hon. J. Rirner, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 
B. 
War DEPARTMENT, Dec. 8, 1838. 


Sir: The Department approves of your reply to 
the requisition of the Governor of Pennsylvania. In 
doubtful cases similar orders must be transmitted, by 
direction of the President of the United States ; and, 
in all cases, wnere the seat of Government is near 
the theatre of the disturbance, the necessity must be 
very urgent and palpable, to justify an officer com- 
manding a detached post in marching his forces to 
repress an insurrection, without authoriry to do so 
from this Department, 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
| J. Kk. POINSETT. 
| Captain E. V. Sumner, 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 


| 





C. 
Harrissurea, (Pa,) Dec. 7, 1838, 


Str: It is my exceedingly unpleasant duty offici- 
cally to inform you that such a state of domestic vio- 
|lence exists at this plave as has put an end, for the 
present, to all the exercises of the regular functions 
of the State Government. The Senate of the State 
has been compelled, by intimidation, to break up in 
confusion. The duly appointed presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives was prevented from 
calling the House to order at the hour to which it 
stood adjourned, and was ejected from the Hall 





Sim: 5 forward herewith a letter that I have re- violence. The State Department is closed, aad | 
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have not deemed it safe or prudent to proceed to the 
Executive chamber since the first disturbance, which 
took place on the 4th instant. 

Under this state of things, I have thonght it my 
duty to the good citizens of this Commonwealth, and 
to law and order, to lay the foregoing facts before 
you, and to request you, in accordance with the 
fourth section of the fourth article of the Constitution 
of the United States, to take measures to protect this 
State against the effects of the domestic violence 
which is now in existence. 


That there may be no doubt in your mind as to the 
propriety of your interference at the present moment, 


without an application to the Legislature, it is only 
requisite to say that | have been officially informed 


that neither branch of the Legislature can, with free- | 


dom and safety, meet for the transaction of business; 
and, further, that though the Legislature of this 
State annually convenes on the first Tuesday in De- 
cember, L have not yet been officially informed in 
the usual manner of their organization. I therefore 
do not believe that the Legislature can be convened, 
or that it is already in session. 

On yesterday | made a formal application to Capt. 
E. V. Sumner, commanding the United States dra- 


goons anc other forces at Carlisle, for the assistance. 
of his command, of which the accompanying pa- | 


pers will exhibit a copy, together with a copy of his 
reply. 

For the full information of your excellency, I en- 
close the copy of the proclamation which I have issued 
on the occasion, together witha published statement 
of the facts connected with the riot in the Senate 
chainber, signed by a majority uf the Senators, and 
the material facts of which have been sworn to by the 
Speaker and other members of the Senate, and other 
published documents. 

It is proper to state that the most active leaders of 
the mob are J. J. McCahen, of the Philadelphia 


post office, Charles F. Muench. a deputy marshal of | 





the eastern district of Pennsylvania, and Penni- 


man, said to be an officer of the custom house at Phi-| 


Jadelphia. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 
JOS. RITNER. 
To his Excellency Martin VAN Buren, 
President of the United States. 


HarRrisspure, Dec. 4, 1838. 
Sir: A mob of lawless persons made an irruption 
into the Senate chainber during its session this after- 
noon, threatened violence and bloodshed, and pro- 
duced a riot and confusion, overthrowing all order, 
and endangering the personal safety of the members. 
The saine men assembied last night, and I have been 
informed, resolved to proceed to violence unless the 
Senate would submit to their will. Under these 
circuinstances the Senate cannot assemble and deli- 
berate 
these facts to your Excellency, in order that you 
may take such measures as this extraordinary state 
of things seems to demand. 
Yours respectfully, 
CH. B. PENROSE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
His Excellency Jos. RtTneEr. 


HaRrisBura, Dec. 6, 1838. 
I certify that the above is a true copy of the origi- 
nal. 
‘ J. WALLACE, Dept. Sec. 
[Here follows the Proclamation of the Guvernor. ] 


dD. 
War DepartMEnt, Dec. 11, 1838. 
Sir: The letter addressed by your Excellency to 
the, President of the United States, under date of the 
7th inst., was received yesterday. morning and refer- 


I feel bound to make a cominnuication of 





l red to this Department, where it has received that 
| respectful and earnest consideration which the high 
|source Whence it emanates, and the importance of 
| the subject entitled it. 

| In this communication your Excellency informs 
‘the President that such a state of domestic violence 
| exists at Harrisburg, as to put an end, for the pre- 
|sent, to all the exercise of the regular functions of 
the State Government, and renders it your duty to 
request the President, in accordance with the 4th 
section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the 
United States, to take measures to protect the State 
of Pennsylvania against the effects of the domestic 
violence which your Excellency affirms to be there 
In existence. 

The clause of the Constitution to which your Ex- 
cellency refers, and the act passed in pursuance 
thereof, authorize the President to call out the mili- 
tia only on the application of a legislature of the 
State, or of the executive of a State when the legis- 
lature cannot be convened. ‘The nature of the Pre- 
sidenUs duty being therefore discretionary, itis in- 
|}cumbent upon him to exercise the utmost care in ex- 
amining into all the circumstances of the case, as 
well as to determine whether the occasion contem- 
plated by the law has occurred. 


The commotion which now threatens the peace of 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania does not appear 
|tu arise from any opposition to the laws, but grows 

out of a political contest between different members 
of the Government, most, if not all, of them admitted 
to be the legal representatives of the people, consti- 
, tutionally elected, about their relative rights, and es- 
pecially in reference to the organization of the popu- 
lar branch of the legislature. To interfere in any 
commotion growing out of a controversy of so grave 
and delicate a character by the federal authority, 
armed with the military power of the Government, 
would be attended with the most dangerous conse- 
quences to our republican institutions. In the opin- 
ion of the President, his interference in any political 
“commotion in a State, could only be justified by the 
application for it being clearly within the meaning 
ot the 4th section of the 4th article of the Constitu- 
| tion, and of the act of Congress passed in pursuance 
thereof, and where the domestic violence brought to 
his notice is of such a character that the State au- 
thorities, civil and military, after having been duly 
called upon, have proved inadequate to suppress it. 
The law, as has been already stated, requires that 
the interposition of the Federal Government should 
| be invoked by the legislature of thé State, unless it 
Lit cannot be convened; and, notwithstanding the 
| Speaker of the Senate states on the 4th inst. that the 
| body over which he presides cannot assemble, and 
your Excellency, in your communication of the 
7th inst., expresses the opinion that the legislature 
of Peunsylvania cannot be conveneed, still, from 
subsequent information, which although not official, 
comes in a form sufficiently authentic to entitle it 
to credit, it appears that both branches of the le- 
gislature were in session in the Capitol of the State 
on the 8th instant, and transacted business there ; 
and that the Senate received messages from the 
House of Representatives on that day. If this be so, 
and there is no reason to doubt the fact, the legisla- 
ture of the State has been convened since the date 
of our Excellency’s letter. Nor does it appear, 
either from your Excellency’s letter or the published 
documents which accompanied it, that the civil or 
military authorities of the State have refused to per- 
form their respective duties in suppressing any ex 
isting disturbances. 

Your Exceilency does not even allude to their be- 
ing inadequate to suppress the comestic violence of 
which you complain, or to protect the legislature in 
the performance of its official, duties either at the seat 
of Goverhment, or wherever else they may be con- 
veneds dt appears on the contrar that a portion of 
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the militia of the State, who were warned by your 
Excellency in your proclamation of the 4th inst., an 
authenticated copy of which accompanies your letter, 
to hold themse!ves in instant readiness to repair to 
the seat of Government, have, in pursuance of the 
further requisition, and in compliance with your Ex- 
cellency’s order, actually proceeded in force to Har- 
risburg. 

Under all these circumstances, the President thinks 
he shall best discharge the delicate and responsible 
duties imposed upon him by the constitution and 
the laws, by abstaining from adopting the measures 
indicated by your Excellency’s application ; at all 
events, until it shall have appeared that the State au- 
thorities are inadequate to preserve the public peace, 
and until his interposition is called for by the legis- 
lature of the State, according to the constitution and 
laws, or the impracticability of convening that body 
made certain. 

With regard to the circumstance, mentioned by 
your Excellency, of certain officers of Government 
being present at Harrisburg, and acting as active 
leaders in the mob, the President has directed en- 
quiry to be made into the facts, and your Excellency 
may be assured that justice shall be done in the pre- 
mises. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


His Excellency Joseru RITNER, 
Governor of Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
E. 
ExecuTive DEPARTMENT, 


Harrisburg, Dec. 14, 1238. 


Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
ofa letter from the Secretary of War, dated on the 
1)th inst. in reply to my letter of the 7th, addressed to 
you. Abstaining altogether, at this time, from any 
discussion of the duty which, under the Constitution 
of the United States, devolves on the Executive of 
the Union, in such a state of things as has occurred, | 
deem it incumbent on me, in justice to the people of 
Pennsylvania and its constituted authorities, res- 
pectfully but firmly to protest against the course 
which, according to the letter of the Secretary of 
War, has been adopted, and the means used to obtain 
information for the guidance of that Department. 
The Executive of Pennsylvania, with a due sense 
of his responsibility, applied to the President of the 
U. S., to know if he might rely on the aid which the 
Constitution directs him to afford against domestic 
violence, at atime when the legislature was not and 
could not be convened, When this appliaction Was 
made, the legislature was prevented from meeting by 
domestic violence; the case contemplated by the Con- 
stitution, therefore, in spirit and in letter, had arisen. 
In this state of things, I regret io find that the Secre- 
tary of War has thought it within the line of his duty 
to regulate his conduct and yours by information and 
intelligence derived from other sources ‘not official.” 
When [I assure you that the restoration of the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania to the undisturbed exercise of 
its functions has not yet been effected, you will per- 
ceive, in the event of my having failed to suppress 
domestic violence, by how unsafe a rule the Execu- 
tive ofthe Union has thought it advisable to regulate 
his conduct. Happily for the honor of this common- 
wealth, and more happily for the honor of the Ex- 
ecutive of the Union, the necessity for your interpo- 
sition, which existed when my letter of the-7th inst. 
was addressed to you, has been obviated. A consti- 
tutional requisition having been made on the citizen 
soldiers of this commonwealth, it was promptly re- 
garded, the authorities to whom it was addressed not 
pausing to inquire whether an emergency had oc- 


on extrinsic information derived from sources “ not 
official.” Nor has the Secretary of War been misled 
in this particular alone. Relying on the unofficial 
information by which he has been guided, he has as- 
sumed that the recent insurrectionary movements at 
this seat of Government, “ have not arisen from any 
opposition to the laws, but grew out of a political 
contest between different members of the Govern- 
ment.” There is not at this moment, nor has there 
ever been, any political contest between different 
members of this Government; and had there been, it 
would have been edjusted without the interposition, 
solicited or unsolicited, of the General Government 
or any of its officers. I regret, therefore, that the 
Secretary of War has been misled by his confidence 
in other information than such as was strictly official, 
and which, unlike that on which he has relied, he 
might know to be authentic. The Capitol ot this 
Commonwealth was invaded by an organized body of 
men, claiming te act against the constituted authori- 
ties of the State. To protect the Scnate of Pennsyl- 
vania (the only body of whose organizetion I am yet 
informed) the authority, ordinary and extraordinary, 
vested in me, was wholly inadequate, By the agen- 
cy of this organized and tumultuous body, the func. 
tions of this Government were suspended. What re- 
semblance the unofficial advisers of the Secretary of 
War may see in this invasion of the Capitol by an 
organized and insurrectionary force, to **a political 
contest between members o! the same Government,” 
I, of course, have no means of ascertaining. That 
there are individuals who view the calamitous oc- 
currences of the last week at this place without re- 
gret or disappointment, I have no doubt; | only re- 
yret that the Secretary of War, whose distinguished 
position and high personal as well as official charac- 
ter no one acknowledges more readily than I do, 
should, in such an emergency, have thought it right 
to act according to counsels which, had the issue 
proved different, would have been the means of re 
flecting discredit on the Executive of the Union, 

As Chief Magistrate of a State of this Umon, I 
deein it my duty, with assurances of the highest per- 
sonal and official consideration, to present these 
views to you, in order that hereafter, should unhap- 
pilv such a relation again subsist between the State 
and federal authorities, the preference given in this 
instance to unofficial and suspected means of infor 
mation may not be drawn into a precedent, or be 
constrned to authorize a refusal or neglect on the 
part of the National Government to afford the as- 
sistance it is bound to render to the States, al) and 
each of thein; and then to justify it by a credulous 
reliance on other means of communication and intel. 
ligence than the Constitution and the laws recognise, 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JOSEPH RITNER. 
To his Excellency Martin Van Boren, 


President of the United States. 
F. 
War Department, Dec. 17, 1838. 


Str: Your Jetter of the 14th inst., addressed to the 
President has been received by him and referred to 
this Deparment. 

At all times anxious to maintain the most respect. 
ful and friendly relations between the executive an- 
thorities of the Federal anc State Governments, the 
President regrets that the reasons assigned by this 
Department, in its letter to you of the 11th inst., for 
his decision on the appl:cation for military aid con. 
tained in your communication of the 7th, are not re- 
garded as satisfactery by your Excellency. “He is, 
however, happy to be assured, by the same commu. 
nication, that the State authorities have proved suffi- 
cient to suppress the domestic violence complained 





curred, and not allowing their compliance to depend 


of, and that the interposition of the military power of 
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the United States, invoked by your Excellency for 
that purpose, has been rantered unnecessary, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
His Excellensy Josten Rirver, 
Governor of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa. 
G. 
Carnniste Barracks, Dec. 9, 1833. 
Str: I received the enclosed letter on Friday 
night, from the hands of Mr. Penrose; and, after a 
long conversation with him, told him that I should 
adhere to iny first determinatio:, and have nothing 
whatever to do with the political disturbanges at 
Hoarrisbirz. On reflection, t thought it would be 
proper to call upon the Governor, and stat» to him, 


quest. [did so yesterday, and, 1 believe, left him 
satisfied of the correctness of my course. 





— 


other military stores, for the use of the volunteer 
troops which move in the morning from Philadelphia 
to Harrisburg. 

L learn that great excitement pervades the whole 
State 5 and it seems to me to present a forcible argu- 
mentiu favor of an augmentation of the enlisted 
lurce of the Ordnance Department, that suitable 
nilitary guards way at all tines be kept at the United 
States arsenals, The breaking epen of the State arse- 
val at Harrisburg clearly shows that an occasion is 
only necessary to cause the same altempt on any 
United States arsenal. 

1 write to you in haste, and am, very respectfully, 
&e. GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
Captain of Ordnance, commanding. 
I shall send in the ammunition Immediately with 





| this letter. 
in person, my reasons for not complying with bis re- Col. Georce Bomrorp 


Ordnance Departinent, Washington, 
t 5 


Washington, December 10, 1838. 


The Governor believes there is iinminent danger | K. 
of an im ne liate on beeak 5 bat EF inust say that PF saw | ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
nothing there yesterday that led me to the same be- 
| 


lief: the town was perfectly quiet, and the inhabit- 
ants were enzagel in their usual pursuits, without 
Inanifesting the slightest alarm, 

The disturbance at Harrisburg is entirely a politic- 
alathir, The line is drawn between 
parties of the State, and the people, toa man, go in 
support of the measures of their leaders. Both par- 
ties disclaiin all intention of violence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“. V. SUMNER, 
Crptrin st Dragoons, conniading. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, J ljutant General. 


Harrissura, Dec. 7, 1333, 45, P. M. 
Str: Since l wrote to you on the 3t), and receiv- 
ed your reply, the appearance of alfairs here has be- 
come decidedly more threatening. The whole regu- 


lar operations of the State Government haze ceased, | 


The legislature is overawed from meeting by a inob, 
an their halls are in possession of the rioters. The | 


the two rival | 


Sin: Vou will be pleased to inform ine what stores 
have been issued in pursuance of the requisition of 
‘the Governor of Penusylvania, referred to in your 
letter of the 7th inst. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEGRGE BOMFORD, 
ol. of Ordnance, 
| Captain Geo. D. Ramsay, Frank/ord Arsenal. 
L. 
FRANKFURD ARSENAL, Dec. 8, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith au in- 
|) ventory of the orduance stores issued yesterday on 
ithe requisition of the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

As the Governor directs those stores to be charged 
to the State, | have to request that an order lor sup- 
plies be transmitted to me, to cover this issue. 

Respecttully, lam, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE D. RAMSAY. 
Captain Ordnance, commanding. 


public arms are at the mercy of men who are expect+ Col. Geo. Bomroro, Ordnance Department. 


edevery moment to take possession of them, and- 
turn them azainst the coustituted anthorities of the 
State and the orlerly and peaceable of all parties. | 
However right the scruples mentioned in your letter 
to me might, under the circumstances, be, Ido hope | 


Inventory of ordnance stores issued to Colonel A. J. 
Pieasouton, oa requisition of the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, dated December 7, 1838. 

12,430 musket-ball and buck-shot cartridges ; 600 


that, in the crisis which has now arrived, you will | pistol cartridges ; 400 priming tubes; 68 six pounder 
not hesitate aninstantin using your-command for the | strapped shot, fixed; 126 canister shot, fixed; 132 
maintenance of orjer aad the preservation of many |§!X-pounder cannon balls; 132 six-pounder cartridges, 
valuable tives. | Giled ; 200 musket Mints; 100 pistel Hints; 20 pounds 





Tne Hon. C. B. Penrose, Speaker of the Senate of | 
thia State, will com nmisicate to you fully what the 
situation of things here is, and what has been done 
on my part; and [ request that you will give the! 
sane cre lence to what he will state and suggest,-as | 
if L ha lanadte it known to yon, oficially, in writing. 

Respectfully, your fellow-citizen, , 
JOS. RITNER., 
Capt. E. V. Sumner, U. S. Dragoons, Curliste. 
War Deparrmevr, Dee. 15, 1838. 

Sir: In consequence of the informal requisitions 
which have been made upon the arsenals of the Uni- 
ted States by the authorities of the State of Pensyl- 
vania, you are instructed no* to comply with any 
requisitions for arms or munitions of war, without 
authority from this Departinent, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Major H. K. Craia, U. S. Arsenal, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


I, 
FraNkForD Arsenal, Dec. 7. 1833. 
Cononec: IL have the honor to apprize you that a 
requisttivn has this day been made on me by the 
Governor of Pennsylvania for tixed ammunition, and 


slow match, 

PRANKFORD ARSENAL, Dec. 7. 1833. 

GEORGE D. RAMSAY, Captain of Ord. 
Endorsemeut of the Secretary of War on Capt. Ram- 
say's letter of December 3, 1838. 

** Under the law of 1303, the States are not enti- 
tled to receive any munitions of war, other than 
aris and equipments; and vo issue even of these 
ougtit to be made by an oificer in charge of iniiitary 
stores, but by order of the Department, J. R. P.” 

M. 
ORDNANCE OFFIcE, 
Washington, December 12, 1838, 

Sir: It has been deemed proper to submit to the 
Secretary of War your letter of the 8th inst., rela- 
‘ive to the issue of ammunition to the State of Penn- 
sylvania; and he has ordered that, *“ under the law 
of 1803, the States are not entitled to receive any 
inunitions of war, other than arma and equipments; 
and no issue even of these ought to be made by an 
officer in charge of miiitary stores, but by order of 
the Department.” The Secretary of War regrets 
that in a case of thia kind, involving a dispute of an 
exclusively political character, you should have coim- 
plied, without previous authority, with the requisi- 
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tion of the Governor; and he directs that vou take 
measures to recover, if practicable, the stores so 
issued, and reptace them in the public storehouses. 
As it is hoped that circumstances have not demanded 
the actnal use of these munitions, you will probably 
find little difficulty in effecting this ol ject. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, Col. of Ordnance. 
Capt. Geo. D. Ramsay, Frankford Arsenal. 
N. 

FRANKFORD ARSENAL, Dec. 15, 1838. 

Sir: I hasten to reply io your letter of the 12th 
instant, this moment received. 

I feel mortified that 1 should have incurred the 
disapprebation of the honorable Secretary of War, by 
my compliance with the requisition of the Governor 
of Pennsylvania; and shall take measures forthwith 
to demand the return of the stores. 

I deem it proper, in justification of my course, to 
state, that on assuming command of this arsenal I 





took an early occasion to acqnaint myself with the | 


official correspondence of my prececessor, and was 
struck with his letter to you of the 9th June, in 1838, 
wherein he reports his compliance witha requisition 
of the sheriff of Philadelphia for 1,500 rounds of ball 
cartridges ; and requesting, shou d he have erred in 
so doing, your instructions for his future guidance. 
From your letter in reply, bearing date June 14, 1838, 
I] beg leave to make the following extract: “1 have 


to state that the course you have pursued is perfectly | 


satisfactory and proper; issues of this character, it is 
considered, come within the proviso contained in the 
B3th par. of the Ordnance Regulations. I enclose 


herewith an order for supplies to cover issue.” Hav- | 


ing this precedent and supposed authority before me, 
I did not hesitate to use my greatest exertions to com- 
ply with the requisition of the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, handed me in person by Col. Pleasonton, a 
gentleman well known to me, 

As to the matter at issue being ‘fa dispute ofan ex- 
clusively political character,” Ido not consider my- 
self a competent judge, having no connexion with, 
and a perfect detestation of, politics. Tt looked upon 
the authority making the requisition as the Governor 
of a sovereign State, and, assuch, entitled to my offi- 
cial respect. 

If} have erred in so doing, and in misconceiving 
the spirit of the proviso contained in the 55th par. of 
the Ordnance Regulations, and your order before al- 
luded to, I have only to express my regret, which 
would indeed be augmented, could I for a moment 
suppose that I had, by my official course, promoted 
the views of any political faction. 


I beg that this letter be laid before the honorable | 


Secretary of War. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir your obe- 
dient servant, 
GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
Captain Ordnance, commanding, 
Col. Georce Bomrorp, Ordnance Department. 
O. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, December 18, 1838. 
Sir: Tn pursuance of instructions from the Secre 
tary of War, you are hereby directed to report in 
person to me at this office without delay. You will 
leave the arsenal in charge of the military store- 
keeper. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE Bf MFORD, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
Capt. Geo. D. Ramsay, Frankford ; senal. 
No. 4. 
Navy DeEpaRTMENT, vec. 18, 1838. 
The Secretary of the Navy, to whom was referred 
so much of the resolution of the House of Repre- 





sentatives of the 17th of Decer ber, 1838, as requests 
ithe President of the United States to communicate to 
ithe House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, “ whether any officer of the United States 
instigated or participated in certain late riotons pro- 
ceedings in the State of Pennsylvania, as alleged in 
the proclamation of the Governor of said State,”’ has 
the honor to report, that the only officers of the Uni- 
ted States Navy who are known to have been at Har- 
risburg at the time of the riotous proceedings refer- 
red to, are Commodore Jesse D. Elliott and Passed 
Midshipman Charles Robinson : and that the frst in- 
formation received at this Department of the presence 
of these two officers at Harrisburg was communica- 
ted to it by the letter of Commodore Elliott, of the 
{10th of December instant, a copy of which, (marked 
| A,) covering one addressed by him to Charles B. Pen- 
'rose, Esq., Speaker of the Senate cf Pennsylvania is 
(herewith submitted; upon the receipt of which let- 
ter, an order was addressed to Commodore Elliott, a 
copy of Which (maiked B) is also enclosed. 
| Respectiuily submitted, 
J. K. PAULDING. 
The Presipenr of the United States, 
A. 

HarriskurG, Decenber 10, 18388, 

Sir: Ere this yon will have been advised of the 
state of things which exist here; and I have to in- 
forin you that at a late hour on the night of the 8th, 
Charles B. Penrose, Esq., President of the Senate of 
this State, accompanied by Major General Samuel 
| Alexander, of the Peunsyivania militia, called at my 
house to apprise me of the state of things at Harris- 
burg as being in a complete state of anarchy and 
contusion, and wished me to accompany them to the 
barracks, and assist them in prevailing on Captain 
‘Suimner, of the United States dragoons, to put his 
force in motion for the Seat of Government of Penn- 
sylvania. * Doubling the propriety of the move, and 
delicacy towards an officer in command, and of a 
different corps, and knowing IT had no right to exer- 
cise authority, I declined. 

Under the proclamation of his excelleney the Go- 
vernor, 1 departed at an early hour on the following 
inorning, in the cars, leaving the accompanying com- 
immunieation for the President of the Senate, (a copy 
of which I enclose ;) reached Harrisburg at 7 o’clock, 
accompanied by Passed Midshipman Charles Robin- 
son ; Waited on the Governor, stated to him my pre- 
sence under his proclamation, in readiness to assist 
him in counsel, or in any other way he might require 
my services; that I] should remain in town till quiet 
i Was RE-FSTABLISHED; in the meantime, J] would 
endeavor, by mixing among the partisans, to appear 
one and restore confidence with the others. ‘This he 
approved. lam happy to say yesterday a disposition 
was manifested to come to a quiet conclusion; and, 
doubtless, had this been a business day, matters 
would tiave been arranged. What influence the ar- 
rival of six hundred volunteers from Philadelphia 
will have, time only caw determine: but should they 
bring with them the feelings which seem manifest 
with the Cumberland volunteers, they will only serve 
to add fuel to the flame. 

There is, so far as I can see, no use for a force of 
the Federal Government. 

I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 


J. D. ELLIOTT. 





Hon. James K. Pac tpine, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Carttstr, Dec, 9, 1828. 
Srr: I had expected the pleasure of seeing Gen, 
Alexander and yourself upen your return from the 
barracks last evening, after leaving my house; since 
when I have seen the proclamation of his exceilency 
the Governor. I feel called upon to depart this morn- 
ing in the cars for Harrisburg, not with the view of 
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entering into a political controversy, but assisting 
the Governor with the power of sustaining himsell 
in his office. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. ELLIOTT. 
Cuarces B. Penrosr, Esq., 
Speaker of the Senate of Pennsylvania, 


B. 
Navy DepaRTMENT, Dec. 12, 1838. 


Str: Your communication informing the Depart- 


ment that, * under the proclamation of the Governor | . 


of Pennsylvania,” you had proceeded from Carlisle to 
Harrisburg, for the purpose of ‘assisting him in 
counsel, or in any other way he might require your 
services,” has been received. 

The Department does not perceive that the pro- 
clamation of Governor Ritner has any reference 
whatever to the officers of the Navy of the United 
States; nor does it think you have acted with due 
discretion in thus mingling in the conilicts of State 
authorities, in relation to disputed points properly ap- 
pertainirg to themselves, and not requiring or autho- 
rizing the intervention of any officer, naval or milita- 
ry, of the United States. 

You will, therefore, on the receipt of this order, 
leave Harrisburg forthwith, and, together with Mid- 
shipman Robinson, retarn to Carlisle, reporting your 
arrival at that place, and strictly abstaining from all 
interference in civil conflicts, until otherwise direct- 
ed by this Department. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. PAULDING. 
Com. Jessrt D. Erniorrt, 
U. 8. Navy, Curlisle, Pennsylvania. 





ARMY or tHe UNITED STATES—OFFICERS. 


Petition of Cuartes F. Suiru, Captain, and 
other officers of the army stationed at West Point, 
for an equalization of the pay of the army. Dec. 20, 
1838—Referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Stutesof America in Congress 
assembled : 

We, the undersigned, officers of the line of the ar- 
my of the United States, ask leave most respectfully 
to approach your honorable bodies to lay before you 
the following statement ; 

The causes which induce us to solicit the attention 
and interference of your honorable bodies in our be- 
half, not only operate upon our individual feelings 
and professional interests, but upon the welfare and 
honor of the military service. 

It is well known to your honorable bodies that 
much of the military legislation of this country has 
been marked by expedients ; and although specific 
acts might have been applicable at the time, and 
partial to particular corps, still they were adverse, 
most generally, to the fundamental principles of a 
permanent or regular service. 

In referring to such acts it is not our intention or 
wish to censure or criticise precedent legislation up- 
on military subjects, and we only make allusion to 
them in general terms, as instances which have had 
place, prejudicial to public interests, which your ho- 
norable bodies may easily perceive by tracing the 





the staff, have neither performed as good service, 
por merit equal consideration ! 

We, your respectful petitioners, humbly conceive 
that, as officers of the line, we occupy that painful 
position. 

It will be perceived by your honorable bodies how 
difficult it is for us, in making known our sentiments 
upon this subject, to avoid the appearance of an at- 
tack upon a co-ordinate branch of the service; yet 
while we disclaim any such intention, we must make 
the contrast in order to vindicate ourselves. 
Congress, at its last session, passed an act increas- 
ing the military establishment of the Uvited States, 
which said act was approved on the 5th day of July. 
By this act the corps of engineers, the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers, the corps of ordnance, the quar- 
termaster, commissary, and adjutant general’s de- 
partments, independent of the increase and conse- 
quent promotion which it insured, received also a 
great increase of pay, while the artillery and infan- 
try, or the line of the army, excepting the additional 
ration which was common to all, were totally disre- 
garded. 

Now we hope your honorable bodies will under- 
stand distinctly that it is not the amonnt of compen- 
sation conferred to which we revert, but it is the 
distinction which this act makes in favor of those 
particular departments of service, and which, as it 
degrades us in the scale of military worthiness, we 
pray your honorable bodies to remove. 

The operation of the act of the 5ih of July last has 
been to give to the officers of the staff corps a ve- 
ry remarkable and unequal rate of promotion and 
compensations, when compared with that of the offi- 
cers of the line. 

If there were good reasons, growing out of their 
particular duties or stations, for the marked differ- 
ence in their favor, we should rejoice that the libera- 
lity of the Government had been extended to them ; 
but the facts on those points are directly in opposi- 
tion to the bounty which bas been bestowed. 

The particular corps, or the most of them, which 
are enumerated above, have always enjoyed supe- 
rior advantages, as to station and emolument, to the 
line of the army. Their stations have heen more 
permanent, their duties less toilsome or perilous, and 
their emoluments much higher. 

Now your petitioners believe that if any distinc- 
tion ought to be made in the rates of pay between the 
different arms of service, all of which are equally 
necessary, that favor ought to be granted to the line; 
because, from the nature of the duties, their change 
of station is much more frequent, their services much 
more laborious, and, consequent to these, are their 
expenses much greater, 

While the officers of the line of the army have 
been frequently broken up, marched from one extre- 
mity of the country to the other, with expenses in- 
creased, and repose uncertain, the staff corps have 
enjoyed their places undisturbed. And now, from 
the operation of this late act, many of us who have 
toiled through twenty years of service with low pay, 
and the hope of promotion deferred, find ourselves 
worn by pestilential climates and wounds, with less 
compensation, and with Jess rank than others who 
have hardly ever performed any military duty at all. 

We hope—we feel—that your honorable bodies 
will appreciate our position, and the motives of our 


history and condition of our army at different peri- | petition. 


ods of itsexistence. 

If, in the mere organization of the different corps, 
dissatisfaction and distrust have been elicited, there- 
by acting injuriously upon those very means which 
the wisdom and patriotism of Congress had called in- 
to being for the general defence, it certainly cannot 
be deemed surprising if such feelings shouid be 
roused, and a sense of deep mortification pervade the 
bosom of every officer, when an act of Congress de- 
clares that the line of the army, when contrasted with 





The pay or compensation of the captains of the line, 
when compared with that of the same grade in the 
staff, is strikingly deficient ; and in further illustra- 
tion of the invidious nature and unjust distinction 
which the act of the 5th July makes, we state, for 
the consideration of your honorable bodies, that a 
second lieutenant of any of the staff corps receives, 
immediately on being graduated at the Military Aca- 





demy, an ogee amount of pay, within a few cents, 
with that of a captain of artillery or of infantry, who 
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has been serving from twenty to twenty-five years, 
and who is charged with far more responsible and 
onerous duties. 

If we make a second reference to the reasons 
which call for such a disproportion between the pay 
of the staff and that of the line, we would say, that, 
so far from there being sufficient causes for it, the 
advantages of position, rank, and emolument in the 
staff, are such as would induce the officers of thai 
branch of the army to prefer remaining in it, even 
were the pay proper less than that of the line. 

We feel assured that your honorable bodies will, 
when these facts and the true character of the act of 
July Sth shall be known, make such provision as 

our wisdom may deem ineet ; and your petitioners 
respectfully ask your honorable bodies to place the 
line of the army upon an equal footing with the se- 
veral staff corps. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 


pray. 





C. F. SMITH, Capt. 2d arty. 

G.G. WAGGAMAN, Ist Lt: Ist arty. 
1]. VOGDES, Ist Lt. Ist arty. 

S. BURBANK, Ist Lt. Ist infy. 
THOS. B. ARDEN, 2d Lt. 7th infy. 
B. R. ALDEN, Ist Lt. 4th infy. 

M. KNOWLTON, Ist Lt. Ist arty. 
J. A. THOMAS, 1st-Lt. 3d arty. 

S. EASTMAN, Ist Lt. Istinfy. 

H. L. KENDRICK, Ist Lt. 24 arty. 
B. ALVORD, Ist Lt. 4th infy. 
JOSEPH ROBERTS, Ist Lt. 4th arty. 
8. C. RIDGELY, Ist Lt. 4iharty. 

W. W.S. BLISS, Ist Lt. 4th infy. 
H. SWARTWOUP, Ist Lt. 3d infy. 
S. J. BRANSFORD, Ist Lt. 2d arty. 
HORACE BROOKS, Ist Lt. 2d arty. 
West Point, (New York,) -Vov., 1838. 


PLAN FOR THE ARMED OCCUPATION OF 
THE TERRITORY OF FLORIDA. 


The following Bill, reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs in the Senate, is now depending in 
that body: 

A Bit to provide for the armed occupation and set- 
tlement of that part of Florida, which is now over- 
run and infested by marauding bands of hostile 
Indians. 


Be it enacted, §&c. That there shall be granted to the 
first white settlers, not exceeding ten thousand men, able 
to bear arms, who shall settle in such parts of Florida, 
east of the Suwannee and south to Cape Sable, as shall 
be designated by the President of the United States, a 
bounty of three hundred and twenty acres of land each, 
upon the following conditions : 

First. The settlements to be in stations, designated by 
the commander of the United States troops in Florida, 
according toa general plan to be approved by the Presi- 
dent; not less than forty, nor more than one hundred 
settlers to be at each station, nor the stations to be near- 
er than ten miles to each other; each settler to provide 
himself with arms for his defence, aud implements of 
husbandry to cultivate the ground for his support, and 
to remain at his station until the Indians are removed, 
without being absent therefrom, except temporarily, for 
necessary supplies, or for objects connected with the 
subsistence, security, and defence of the station ; and no 
settler shall absent himself from the district in which he 
may settle, as hereinafter defined, without leave from 
the commanding officer of the United States troops with- 
in the district. 

Second. Each settler to engage in the cultivation of 
grain and vegetables for his own support, or for sale to 
others, for which purpose the public land about the sta- 
tion may be freely used. 

Third. Each station to be protected by blockhouses 
and stockades, to be put up by the settlers, with the aid 
of the United States troops. 

Fourth. Special military protection shall be given to 
each company of setilers while putting up their block- 





houses, and a general protection will afterwards be giv- 
en by a military force kept in the country. 

Fifth. The officer of the United States troops present 
at the establishment of the station shall report the names 
of the settlers to the commander of the troops. who shall 
report them to the Secretary of War, with the day on 
which the settler arrived ; a copy of which shall be evi- 
dence of the settlement. New settlers arriving after the 
establishinent of the station, will report in person to the 
nearest United States officer immediately. The names 
of all the settlers shall be recorded in duplicate books, 
one book for the settlers in each district as hereinafter 
laid off, and a copy thereof to be kept at the principal 
military station in each district. 

Sixth. Rations of bread, meat, and salt, shail be al- 
lowed to the settlers south of the latitude of the mouth 
of the Wythlacoochee, for one year, to be delivered at 
the nearest depot on navigable water. 

Seventh. Ammunition to be furnished to the settlers 
south of the latitude of the mouth of the Wythlucoo- 
chee, to be applied for at the nearest military post. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, atthe return 
of peaee, and removal of the Indians, cach settler who 
shall have complied with these conditions, or his widow 
and heirs at law, inthe event of his death, shall be en- 
titled to a bounty of three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, to be selected from any of the public lands in the 
district in which he settled, in the peninsula of Florida, 
or east of the Suwannee river or adjacent keys and 
islands ; the said selection to be made by the settler ac- 
cording to priority of settlement, so that the first settlers 
shall have first choices; but when two or more settlers, 
in the same district, shall have settled on the same day, 
priority of choice between them shall be decided by lot. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That the President 
shall cause frequent inspections to be made of the settlers 
at the stations by any officer of the line or staff, to verif 
the presence of the settlers and their compliance wit 
the conditions of this act, and the actual condition of 
their arms and ammunition. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacied, That as soon as the 
surveys can be safely commenced, all the public lands 
east of the Suwannee, and also in the peninsula of Flori- 
da, and in the neighboring keys and islands, fit for culti- 
vation, shall be surveyed; und land offices shall be open- 
ed for receiving, in addition to their other duties, the 
entries of the settlers who can prove a compliance with 
'the conditions mentioned in this act; and, to aid such 
prouf, copies of the book containing the names of the set- 
tlers shall be deposited in such offices. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That one land office 
| Shall be opened in the district of country north of the 
| latitude of the mouth of the Wythlacoochee; another 
| ifthe district south of that line and north of a line 
| drawn across the peninsula from the southern extremity 
| of Tampa Bay ; and a third in the district south of that 

line including the remainder of the peninsula; and the 

settlers within these respective districts shall each be 
| confined to his own district in selecting and entering his 
bounty land. 

Sec. 6. dad be it further enacted, That tho bounty 
lands hereby granted shall be free of taxes, and unalien- 
able, even by judicial sale, until the patent issyes, and 
also for one year thereafter; the said patent shall issue 
to the original settler, if alive, and if dead, it shall is- 
sue to his heirs at law and widow, if he has left a widow, 
to be held and divided by them according to the laws of 
Florida; and every alienation of any such bounty 
land, even by judicial process, made before the issu- 
ance of the patent, or within one year thereafter, 
shall be null and void; and the intrasive possessor, by 
virtue of any pretended sale, lease, devise, gift, or trans- 
fer, contrary to this act, may be turned out of possession 
at any time by an action of ejectment in the name of the 
original settler, or of his widow and heirs at law, or any 
one or more of them, or in the natne of ee? subsequent 
purchaser, after the said land becomes legally alienable; 
and full damages shall be recovered in the same suit 
against the intrusive possessor as a trespasser and dis- 
seizor. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the privilege 
of settling under this act shall cease at any time that the 
President of the United States shall declare, by procla- 
mation, that the objects of this act have been accomplish- 
ed and fulfilled; and any settler failing to comply with 
the terms and conditions of this act shall forfeit all right 
arising under the same. 
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issued—and others, again, that it is not regularly re-| jarities, without a murmur. To them we may con- e 
ceived. To the first of these we reply that we can- % 


not afford to publish it for less; expenses here are 
very heavy, and the circulation of a professional pa- 
per like the Chronicle is necessarily limited: to the 
second we say that if all who subscribed had fulfilled 
the more essential part of their obligation—that of 
paying—there never would have been cause for com- 


plaining on that score; and to the third, all we cap 





past year, I see no reason why it should not challenge 
a large extent of patronage from each branch of the re- 
gular service, and from the militia also. If liberally sup- 
ported and energetically conducted, it cannot fail, not 
merely to continue of great value as a reference upon 
military affairs, and to military men, but it may be- 
come also of so much national consequence as to be che- 
rished by the Government.” 


While on this subject, it would be ungrateful as 
well as unjust not to acknowledge the kindness and 
liberality of-a very large portion of subscribers, who 


sider ourselves indebted for its existence to this pre- 
sent time. : 





We understand that it is the determination of the 
Assistant Quartermasters of the army, now in Wash- 
ington, to protest against the decision of the Board 
of Officers in relation to their rank, (see General Or- 
ders No 7, Army head.) 


sees 
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ExcitteMENT AT HarrisBurGu, Pa.—Our read- 
ers have already understood from other sources, that 





at the meeting of the present Legislature of Penn- 
Sylvania, at Harrisburgh, a violent contest arose re- 
specting the right of certain members to a seat —the 
right being claimed by the candid :tes of both parties. 
The excitement was carried to such a pitch, thet per- 
sonal violence was committed and even lives threat- 
ened. The Governor called out a portion of the State 
militia, and applied to the War Department as well 
as to the commanding officer at Carlisle Barracks for 
aid from the U.S. troops. This aid was refused, and 
the case was made the subject of a message from the 
President to Congress, accompanied with reports and 
correspondence from the several Departments. 

To exhibit the grounds taken by the Government 
in this unpleasant controversy, we insert in the pre- 
sent number the reports and correspondence from the 
Warand Navy Departments, which may be of service 
to the officers, should they ever unfortunately be 
placed in a similar predicament. 





t a meeting of the Philadelphia Medical Society, 
on the 2d January, 1839, Dr. Thomas Harris, one 
of the senior Surgeons of the U.S. navy, was elect- 
ed President of the Sociéty. Thus has this veteran 
Naval Surgeon been called by the united voices of 
his medical friends (who certainly ought to be able to 
judye of his merits) to fill the seat lately occupied 
by a CuapMAN and a Puysick. 





Fire At TAMPA Bay.—On theo morning of the 
26th ultimo, the building occupied by the Assistant 
Quartermaster and Commissary at Tampa Bay took 
fire, but was extinguished before tie building was 
destroyed. How the fire originated is not known, 
nor are we informed how much property, public or 
private, was destroyed or injured. The officers, 
however, saved their vouchers and money. 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
Fort Jesup, La., Nov. 30, 1838. 

Sir: Late last evening, the commanding officer of 
this post received several communications from high- 
ly respectable citizens, as well as public officers, re- 
siding at, and in the vicinity of, Sirevesport, on 
Red river, advising bim that Gen. Rusk, of the Tex- 
ian army, with about 160 men, had arrived and en- 
camped in that town. The people of the surround- 
ing country are very much exasperated at this wanton 
violation of our territory, and earnestly . besought 
Col. Many to despatch troops immediately to that 
place. 

Col. Many, with companies D, E, F, and K, of his 
regiment, leave this day, to repel this unjustifiable ag- 
gression and outrageous invasion of the undisputed 
territory of the United States. 

The officers detached with the command are as ful- 
low: Col. Many, 3dinf., Bvt. Major Nelsvun, 3dinf., 
Captains Lewis and Walker, 3d inf., Surgeon Craig, 
U. S. army, Ist Lieut. Barbour, Adjt. 3d inf., Ist 
Lieut. Eaton, A. A.C. S. Asst. Qr. Mr., 2d Lieuts. 
Currier and Gordon, $d inf. 





a 





| P.S. Dec. 2.—Thirty miles north of Fort Jesup.— 
| Through inadvertence, this letter was placed in my 
| pocket, on the day we left, instead of the post office, 

which will account for its great age before it reaches 
you, 





ITEMS. 

A detachment of 106 seamen, for the U.S. service, 
under the command of Lieut. W. G. Woolsey, ar- 
rived at Norfolk on Thursday last, in the packet 
schyoner Virginian, from New York. 


The U. 8. schooner Experiment, Lieut. Comdt. J. 
Glynn, was to have left New York on Tuesday, the 
8th inst., for Norfolk. 


Major General Scott and Colonel Worth arrived in 
Albany on Friday from the northern frontier, and 
took lodgings at Congress Hall. 


Tne ship Maria, of 500 tons, is fitting out at Lon- 
'don fer a voyage to China, to be propelled by two 
steam engines of ten horse power each, in addition to 
sails. The paddles are constructed so as to unship 
at pleasure. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
—Capt J. Page, 4th Infy., Gadsby’s. 
14-~-Lieut. C. J. Hughes, 6th Infy. do. 
15—Col. W. 8S. Harney, 2d Drags. do. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasnineoton, Jan. 15, 1839. 
Army—Capt. E. D. Bullock, Lt. Col. N. S. Clarke, 
2, Lieut. S. H. Campbell, Major R. A. Forsyth, Lieut. 
| J. E. Johnston, Capt. D. Perkins, 2, Capt. E. K. Smith, 
Cars. ¥ Searle, Capt. D. H. Vinton, Lieut. J. H. Win- 
| der, 3. 
Navy—Capt. W.C. Bolton, Lieut. J. A. Davis, P. 
Mid. J. J. Forbes, Commo. Hull, Commo. Kennedy, 
| Lieut. T. J. Manning, C. C. Turner, 3, Capt. R. Voor- 
| hees. 


Marine Corps—lLt. F. B. MeNeill. 


Jan. 








PASSENGERS. 
Mosite, Dec. 30, per ship Thames, from New York, 
Capt. W. A. Thornton, of the army, and lady. 
Savannau, Jan. 6, per steamboat Wm. Seabrook, 
from Charleston, Lieut. J. R. B. Gardenier, of the ar- 
my. Per steamboat Isis, from Black creek, Colonel T. 
Cross, of the army. 








—_ 


 COPIEMUNICATIONS. 


FLORIDA WAR. 
Tampa Bay, E. F., Dec. 28, 1838, 

Mr. Eprror: !t was discovered this morning that 
five of the Indians, who came in a month or two ago, 
had given leg-bail, and taken themselves to the 
swamps, Here is another of the oft-repeated in- 
stances of treachery on the part of the Indians, 
and of a highly reprehensible credulity on the part of 
jour public functionaries. Why is any confidence 
placed in the base and abandoned Mickasuky, or the 

| treacherous and cruel Seminole?) Why place a hun- 
| dred or a hundred and fifty of them in one encamp- 
ment, furnish them with provisions, ana clothing, and 
tents, and leave thein at liberty to go and come when 
they please? Is it necessary to do so? Cannota 
force, sufficient to guard 100 unarmed Indians, and 
to prevent tnem from escaping, be assembled at Tam- 
pa Bay? Or why is a large detachment of treache- 
tous Indians kept here at all, except to give them 
time to get on board a vessel to push off to Arkansas? 
Men escaping thus, and carrying off bags of provi- 
sions, and perhaps powder, are bad features in the 
Florida war. This is but once at this place, and per- 
haps is of no importance, as a mounted party is in 
pursuit, and will no doubt overtake them. But I 
must remonstrate against leaving it at the option of 
30 or 40 warriors a few of whom are allowed to keep 
ther rifles, to walk off when they please, to resume 
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their warlike habits in the woods. It is to be hoped 
that the authorities will either strongly guard, or 
quickly send off, the 150 vagabond Indians now at 
this place. If they do not, and any thing should hap- 
pen, let them look to the consequences, 

1 am, sir, your ob’t servant, 





“A CIT.” 
FLORIDA WAR, No. 2 
Fort Brooxe, E. F., ? 


December 30, 1838. § 

It has just been reported that Gen. Tayuor is still 
in pursuit of the Indians on the Suwannee, and that 
he expects soon to give them battle. This report 
comes by the captain of a vessel, just from the mouth 
of the Suwannee, and may be relied on. Nothing 
is heard-which discloses the number of hostile In- 
dians who are in that region; but the impression 
seems to be that the number of Indians is even less 
than I[ stated last week. A party of dragoons, under 
Lieut. Blake, has just arrived here, and reports that 
there are no Indians along the coast between this 
place and the mouth of the Suwannee; but that there 
are many signs showing that the Indians have recent- 
ly left that region for some other, perhaps the Ouith- 
Jacooche, or the swamps near the Santafe. If to the 


former, they are doubtiess premeditating an action | 


with Col. DaveENPoRT’s command; if to the latter, 
they will doubtless be overtaken by Gen. TayLor, 
who is understood to be operating towards the mouth 
of the Santafe. 

The Military is full of conjectures to-day with re- 


spect to the probability of a battle between the In- | 


dians and our troops on the Ocklawaha. The Indians 
are said to be near Payne’s Landing, and making 
ready to fall upon the troops who are engaged in 
opening the road between Fort King and Pilatka. 
Col. FANNING was to cross the bridge which he was 
making near Payne’s Landing, on the 25th, and Ma- 
jor CuvrcauiLt, with the right wing of the 3d artil- 
ery, was to join him on the 26th or 27th, by march- 


ing from near Pilatka in the direction of Fort King. ' 


Col. FANNING will then be strong enough to meet 
the enemy on his own ground—to pursue the In- 
diansinto the swamps and hammocks, and to destroy, 
capture, or drive from that region, every one of their 
warriors, Half of the 3d and 4th regiments ofartillery 
will then be under hi; direction; and with sucha 
force what cannot the gallant hero of Fort Erie ac- 
complish? Having lost one arm in his country’s 
service, he will risque the loss not only of the other, 
but of his life, ‘‘ to teach the Indian foe a lesson 


that shall be handed down in the annals of their. 


tribe.” 

But to make sure of our foe while within our 
reach, and that we may the more effectually sur- 
round him on ali sides, Col. TwiaGs, 2d dragoons, 
was hastening, with all the troops he could muster, ; 
towards the scene of action. A letter by the ex- 


contend. A correspondent says: ‘‘a few hundreds 
/of Indians have made a stand near Payne’s Landing, 
against Col. FANNING, and seem determined to 
| ight.” This is the old trainping ground of Sam 
Jones, and he is no doubt at the head of the move- 
ment. Another says: ‘* the Indians are no doubt in 
force, but whether they will fight us, or whether they 
will not take to their heels and never allow us to see 
them, God only knows.” 

Capt. ABERCROMBIE, Who has been for the last 
three weeks at Fort Deynaud, about 100 miles south 
of this place, has not been heard from, but is daily 
expected in. He had strong hopes of inducing a 
large party of Indians to come in, and was deter- 
mined, if they would not come in voluntarily, to 
pursue and bring them in by force. The length of 
time he has been gone confirms the latter supposi- 
tion, and ere another week passes you may hear of a 
battle in the south. The Colonel commanding at this 
place has already an officer and a small detachment 
to proceed with supplies to Fort Deynaud, on the 
supposition that Capt. ABERCROMBIE is in pursuit 
of the Indians. 

A SUBALTERN. 





STEAM BATTERIES. 

Mr. Eprvor: | am glad to find that armed steam 
| vessels have attracted attention. Although this sub- 
|ject has been noticed by several writers, their object 
seeined to be more for the purpose of censuring what 
had been done, than of suggesting any preterable 
| course to be pursued hereafter. Some writers have 
viewed the Fulton only with reference to her quali- 
| ties as a sea steamer, wilhout regarding the services 
ifor which she was designed, viz: harbor defence. 
L have read many effusions on the Fulton, and some 
of them pronounce her a failure ; but, I think, with- 
out cause. She carries double the number of men 
and guns orizinally intended for her ; and as for speed 
and quickness of evolutions, (most important ele- 
ments in the character of any vessel,) she i3 not sur- 
passed. It is true the guards were placed too low at 
first; but since they have been raised to their pre- 
sent height, I am inclined to believe that, taking all 
her advantages and disadvantages into consideration, 
she is an efficient vessel. 

Sea steamers are now an object of great interest 
to the United States. The attention of the public 
has been drawn to this description of vessel, not on- 
ly by the resolution offered in the Senate by the ho- 
norable Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, but by the 
very able remarks of your correspondent J.P. P., 
published in the Chronicle of the 27th ultimo; and, 
more than all, by the important services rendered 
by them in the attack on the castle near Vera Cruz. 
All seem to be impressed with the necessity of in- 
troducing sea steamers asa part of our naval force ; 
but no one has yet suggested what kind of vessels 
they ought to be ; their dimensions, form, armament, 








press from Micanopy, states that the Colonel had al-} 
ready arrived within one day’s march of that place, | 
and that it was but about one day’s march thence to | 
the scene of hostility. What has been, or may yet) 
be, the result of these movements no one here can | 
form the least opinion. if they have resulted in any | 
thing decisive, you will have heard the news before | 
you receive this communication ; if they lead to no- | 
thing, nothing perhaps will be said; but in the mean 
time you may rely upon it that the seat of war bas 
changed to the Ocklawaha. There the Indians must 
either fight orrun. If they run, it is scarcely pro- 
bable that they will run in safety; troops will be 
ready to intercept them on all sides; and if they do 
not fight now, they must ere the winter closes. 
Forces scattered in all directions, and ever cn the 
alert,-will keep the enemy in hot water until they 
give up their arms or die like men. 

I have’ no clue to the number of the Indians, 
against whom Col. FANNING will probably have to 





speed. One of the first considerations in the con- 
struction of a sea steamer is the armament, and its 
disposition ; whether it is to be carried under deck, 
ona gua deck, as ina frigate. The determination of 
this question involves in it the question of dimen- 
sions ; for if the guns are to be fought between decks, 
an increase of depth becomes necessary ; and what 

would be the upper deck, according to the present 
plan of building armed sea steamers, must be the gun 
deck, and six or seven feet additional height will be 
required, and an increase of depth will require an in- 
crease of breadth. If steamers are built according to 
this plan, there must be an increase of dimensions, 

weight, draft of water, expense, and decreased quick- 
ness of movement. Steamers with a single fighting 
deck, which, for the sake of distinction, I shall call 

corvette steamers, although they cannot carry so 
many guns asthe frigate-built steamers, have advan- 
tages which must commend them to the considera- 
tion of every naval officer; andthe principal one is 
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quick movements. [ will suppose the principal ar- 
mament to be four Paixhans bomb cannon, and I will 
suppose that three of these vessels will be equal in 
cost to two of the frigate-built steamers, and this 
comparison of cost will not vary much from the 
truth. Suppose a ship of the line to be attacked. I 
would ask the commander of the attack which he 
would prefer, the two frigate built ships with slow 
movements, and compelled, in order to use all their 
guns, to fight broadside, or the corvette steamer, 
having four bomb cannon, fighting end on. The 
first exposes her wheels, which may be soon des- 
troyed, while the latter, using only her end guns, 
cannot be much injured by the enemy’s shot. It is 
true the corvette ship may, from her position, be 
raked ; but such precautions can be used in the con- 
struction of the vessel, that, if kept in a proper posi- 
tion, the enemy’s shot will be comparatively harmn- 
less, and this position they can take and keep from 
their quick movements. From these considerations 
I incline to the opinion that the corvette steamer will 
be the most useful vessel , but as the writer is only 
alandsman, and always has been one, he subinits 
with great deference to ‘he superior knowledge of 
the ruling powers, for he confesses he has no know- 
ledge of the subject. 

Captain Ross, of the British navy, wrote a few 
years ago on the subject of steam vessels, and for the 
protection of the crew alludes to a *‘ convex cover- 
ing,”’ which he says, for obvious reasons, is not des- 
cribed. The “‘convex covering” 
than a circular deck resting un the rails of the ship, 
and plated with hoop iron, in form like the shell ofa 
turtle. A shot striking this deck will glance and 
pass off. G. T. 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC CANAL. 

Mr. Eprror: In a late number of your paper we 
have seen, with pleasure, acommunication from Dr. 
Preston, of New York, relative to a canal through 
the lake of Nicaragua, in Guatemala. 
facts concerning that country, of which we know 
but little, are of great interest; but we think that the 
possidility of a water communication for large ves- 
sels through the lake is at present as far from being 
proved as it was many years ago. As much as a ca- 
nal is desirable, althouzh the safety of a passage for 
small vessels through the Straits of Magellan has 
lately been proved, by Capts. Kine and Fitzroy, 
of the British navy, andaccurate surveys (which we 


understand will shortly be published ) have been | 


made of these straits, yet we do not think that a ca- 
nal through the lake would be the most feasible mode 
of communication that could be adopted. 

The statements of Mr. Rapctrrre, of New York, 
who was for many years a consul in several of the 
ports in the isthmus—of Col. BrppLe, who was de- 
puted by the Government of the United States to 


procure information relative toa ship canal across | 
the isthmus—of Dr. Paut, the Secretary of State of 
New Grenada, a man well known in the United | 


States--tne statement of navigators, relative to the 
dangers of navigation at the mouth and in the river 
San Juan, (although rendered safer by the late ac- 
curate surveys of Commander Owen, of his Majes- 
ty’s ship Blossom) —the disordered state of the coun- 
try—the shallowness and obstructions in the river 
San Juan—the frequent hurricanes on the Lake of 
Nicaragua—the unhealthiness of the climate—the 
great distance (three times that of the isthmus of 
Panama)—all seem at present to deter capitalists 
from engaging in a canal through the lake of Nica- 
Fagua, and to point to the isthmus at Panama as the 
most appropriate location for a communication be- 
tween the two oceans. 

The negotiations with the Government of Guate- 
mala, entered into, in 1830, by Gen. Veaver, the 
Envoy of the Netherlands, were based upon a grant 
by the Netherlands of a loan of three millions of 


is nothing more | 


- | so slight a difference beyond a doubt. 


The many | 





dollars. The difficulties into which the Government 
of the Netherlands has since been involved, almost 
preclude the hope that this negotiation will ever go 
into effect. 

The Government of New Grenada has granted to 
several individuals and companies the privilege of 
making a railroad, a McAdamized road, or a canal, 
across the isthmus of Panama. One granted, in 1825, 
to the Baron de TH1ery, the soi dfSant King of 
New Zealand, could never be carried into effect, from 
the want of means. 

In 1836, Col Bipp.r, of Philadelphia, obtaineda 
privilege for constructing a McAdamized road across 
the isthmus; but his untimely death, immediately 
after his return to the United States, will probably 
prevent the execution of that work. 

By some of the late Panama papers we see, that 
at the last Congress of Grenada, a grant of a privi- 
leze to constructa railroad, or canal, (as might be 
deemed fit,) was granted to a company, consisting of 
some of the wealthiest and most influential of the 
New Grenadians. By this company the project will 
most probably be carried into cperation, aided as it 
is by some wealthy foreign mercantile houses. 

The accurate levellings of LLtoyp and FatMarRK, 
across the isthmus of Panama, show that the differ- 
ence of level between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans is not so great as was thought by Htumso.toT 
and others, FRANKLIN, Major RENNELL, Hum- 
BOLDT, and others, have, probably, from not very 
accurate data, admitted a considerable difference of 
| elevation. Humnoxtpt himself, however, states 
| that his observations, made by the barometer at Cu- 
| mana, Carthagena, Callao, Acapulco, and Vera Cruz, 

were not sufficiently numerous to put the question of 
His observa- 
| tions, however, would go to prove that the Atlantic 
| is about three metres (39.37 inches toa metre) high- 
_erthan the Pacific. This, nevertheless, is contrary 
| to the opinion of the inhabitants of the isthmus, and 
| is disproved by the levelliings of Lioyp and Fan- 

MARK, asreported to the Royal Society by Captain 

Sastne. The accuracy of these results, it is true, 
| has been somewhat doubied by ArAGo,* for he says, 
| that in ** operating in a country, savage and replete 

with difficulties, in running a line whose extent, re- 
| garding deviations, is 82 miles Jong, and in noting 
| the level of 935 stations, they could easily have been 
| deceived in the small quantity of 34 feet ;” but it 
may be stated that the levellings were proved, as the 
means admitted, by making several levellings in a 
circle. 

The results obtained by Messrs. Ltoyp and FAt- 
| MARK were, that at Panama, on the Pacific, the dif- 
| ference of level of high and low water was 21.2 feet ; 
at Chagres, on the Atlantic, it was only 1.1 fuot; and 
| that, taking the mean level of the two oceans, the 
| Pacific was 3.52 feet higher than the Atlantic; but 
‘that, at the moment of high tide in the Pacific, the 
ocean was 13.55 feet higher than the Atlantic ; and at 
the moment of low tides, the Atlantic was 6.51 feet 
higher than the Pacific. 

It does not appear that, at present, any one thinks 
that the difference of level of the two oceans will be 
any obstacle to a canal communication ; but a com- 
mon Opinion with those, who are unacquainted with 
the physical features of the country, ig that the great 
| chain of the Cordilleras presents an insuperable ob- 
'stacle toacanal. To disprove this last opinion, it 
| will be sufficient to state that all travellers, who 
| have examined the country between Los Injenieros 
on the Chagres, and Chorrera on the Pacific, (the 
most eligible route for a canal) assert that the Cor- 
dilleras here sink into irregularly conical hills, not 
very numerous, rising out of a plain; these hills va- 
rying in height from 350 to 500 feet. 

From M. ARAGO’s calculation, the highest point 
passed over by Messrs. Ltoyp and FALMARK was 
only 633 feet above the level of the ocean, and their 
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Jevellings were not in the most appropriate route, 
asit was mostly farther south than the line between 
Los Injenieros, on the Chagres, and Chorrera. ‘This 
height would, in the United States, certainly not be 
considered as any obstacle, where some canals, a- 
the Erie, Ohio, Union and Schuytkill, are at their 
highest level, about 500 feet ; while others, as the 
Morris and Pennsy!vania, far exceed these. 

*Lyett also seems to donbt their accuracy, for he 
says that, ‘* astronomers are agreed that, on mathemat- 
ical principles, the rise of the tide-wave above the mean 
level of a particular sea must be greater than the fall 
below it; and although the difference has been hitherto 
supposed insufficient to cause an appreciable error, it is 
nevertheless worthy of observation, that the error, such 
as it may be, would tend to reduce the small difference 
now inferred, from the observations of Mr. Lioyp, to 
exist between the levels of the two oceans.”’ 
ee 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 














FROM FLORIDA. 
By the steamer Isis, Capt. Pearson, the Savannah | 
Georgian has received from a correspondent the fol- , 
lowing information, dated | 
Garey’s Ferry, Jan. 2, 1839. | 

Dear Sir: By the Tampa express which came in| 
last night, we learn that there are upwards of 200) 
Indians in at Fort Brooke. As socn as Captain Aber- 
crombie arrives, the emigration will commence. His 
arrival isshortly expected. Report says that there is 
a large body of Indians in the Ocklewaha swamp, 
“full of fight.’ Col. Twiggs and staff leave here to- 
day for Silver Spring, twelve miles from Fort Butler, 
and if favored, may hope to indulge in the anticipated 
engagement with the Indians. The probability now 
is, that such an event will soon take place; should 
such be the case, you will be apprised of it, by the 
earliest opportunity. _ 

Gen. Taylor, with one company of dragoons, and | 
two of the 2d infantry, mounted, arrived at Fort | 
Frank Brooke, at Deadman’s Bay, on the lth inst., | 
and will scuvur that section of country to the Suwan- | 
nee With his troops and the disposable foree that can | 
be furnished at that post. It is reported that in addi- | 
tion to Tiger Tail and his band, the Miceasukies | 
have also crossed the Suwannee. This report is| 
doubted. If any number of Indians are in that sec- | 
tion, their trail must must be discovered, and we hope | 
some of them captured. 

Since the attack ef the wagons on the Magnolia 
road we have anticipated a repetition of the scenes 
of last winter, but the judicious arrangement of the 
troops by Col. Green on this frontier, bas intimida- | 
ted the savages and kept them beyond the settle- | 
ments. Gen. Taylor has authorized the purchase of | 
one hundred horses, in addition to those already in | 
service to be divided among the several posts, This. 
mounted force will be sufficient to follow any party | 
of marauders who may venture to attack the settle- | 
ments, and can be concentrated at-short notice for 
any emergency.— Tallahassee Floridian, Dec. 29. | 


The following letters have been furnished us by 
the Navy Department for pnblication. We would| 
remark that the schooner Wave was purchased by the 
War Department, and furnished with barges, in or- | 
der to protect the vessels in the Florida Gulf which 
might be wrecked on the reefs and shoals of that dan- | 
ferous coast. The schooner is commanded by Lieut. 
McLaughlin, of the navy, who is ably seconded by 
the midshipmen acting under him. This vessel has 
rendered essential services ; and it is to be regretted 
that the Navy Department has not at its disposition 
some small vessels which could be employed in this 
service.— Globe. 








U.S. schooner Wavr, 
Pensacola, Dec. 23, 1838. 
Sin: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of 





Acting Lieutenant Shubrick’s report to me of the 1s. 


December. The energy aud ability of those excelt 


lent officers, Acting Lieutenant Shubrick and C. R- 


Howard, is well illustrated in the valuable services 


reported. 


Respectfully, ete., I have the honor to be, 
JOHN T. MclL.AUGHLIN, 
Lieutenant commanding. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, 
Secretary of War, Wushington city. 
U. 8. stoop PANTHER, 
Off Key Biscayno, 1st December, 1838. 
Sir: T have the honor to report to you, that after 
having executed your order relative to the transfer 
of stores from Indian Key, I proceeded to Key Bis- 
cayno, and made expeditions in the Boca Ratones. 
We fell in with large numbers of Indians, who came 


|to the edge of the woods and built fires to entice us 


on shore. J did not attack them, their force being 
too large. On Sunday, the 24th November, a beat 


‘came alongside, informing me that the steamer Wil- 


mington was ashore to the north of Cape Florida. 
The Panther was instantly under weigh, and about 
fifty miles above the Cape, 1 bad the satisfaction of 
rescuing the rest of her crew, sixteen in number. 
These, with two boats, I brought to Key Biscayno. 

In the interim I despatched Acting Lieut. C. R. 
Howard with the barge Shacco, in one of the sloops 
of Mr. Housman, to the wreck of a Spanish brig. 
He saved her crew, (nearly thirty slaves,) a large 
portion of her cargo, but was subsequently blown 
off, and the barge most unfortunately lost in getting 
herin. I then went up in the Panther—got a great 
deal of lead from her, and other articles that would 
have been valuable to the Indians, and burnt her. 
The Indians were in sight in the river behind the 
hill. 

Respectfully, &c.,1 have the honor to be, 

E. T. SHUBRICK, 
Acting Lieutenant. 
Lt. Com’dt. Jonn T. McLaventin, 
U. S. schooner Wave, 





U.S. FLAG sHip VINCENNES, 
At Sea, Lat. 12° 32’ N., Long. 23° 48’ W. 
October 8, 1888. 
Sir: I have the honor to advise you of our having 
progressed thus far or our course, the Peacock and 


| Porpoise, and tenders, in con. pany, all in good health, 


\e have been engaged in asec! taining the trne po- 
sitions of shoals, &c., laid down on the charts, with. 
in our track, the result of which will be communica- 
ted to you on our arrival at Riode Janeiro. 

We communicated with the United States Consul 
at Port Praya, St. Jago, in hopes of hearing of the 
Relief, but without success, as she had not visited 
that port. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES WILKES, 
Commanding Exploring Expedition. 
Honorable James K. PauLpine, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Cor. J. G. Torren.—The appointment of this ef- 
ficient officer and gentleman as chief of the Engineer 
Department seems to meet with an approving re- 
sponse in all parts of the country. The Newport 
Heratd, a paper of the city in which he has long re- 
sided, and where, of course, he is intimately known, 
has the following complimentary paragraph on the 
subject: 

‘Col. Totten, we presme, will now be under the 
necessity of taking up his residence at Washington. 
He has resided in this place about sixteen years, dur- 
ing which period he has been assiduonsiy and un- 
liringly engaged as Superintendent in the construe. 
tion of the extensive fortifications erecting at Fort 
Adams. As a skilful and experienced engineer, he 
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has but few, if any superiors; to this the immense 
public works referred to will bear ample and en- 
during testimony. Asa gentleman, no one, we will 
venture to say, ever deported himself nearer to the 
true meaning of the term, in ail bis intercourse 
with our citizens and those in his employ. He will 
leave behind hin in Newport many warm triends, 
who, while they feel gratined at his promotion to a 
station he so well deserves, will nevertheless most 
sincerely regret his removal from among thei.” 














MetaNcnoty Evenr.—-Last Tuesday, New 
Year’s day, about 11 o’clock, A. M., Maria 8. Ridge- 








‘ion (to use his own words) in this matter, as the 
Constitution of the United States expressly declares 
that * no person shall be put twice in jeopardy of his 
lite for the same offence ;” and to say vothing of the 
illegality of the oder, we doubt the humanity of 
trying the poor fellow a second time, when the wit- 
nesses upon whom he relied for his defence have 
been dispersed so as to render it impossible to sume 
inop them. The Court will have to decide whether, 
under the Constitution uf the United States, they can 
legally re-try this case. Thus a most important 
question of constiutional law will come before them, 
vt the highest consequence to the liberty of the citi- 


way, a most interesting and intelligent child, axed 5 | zeu—or, whether the order of the Secretary is para- 
years, and daughter of Capt. Ebenezer Ridgeway, of mount to the Constitution of the United States, 
the U. S. navy, while at play with ber brother of | which seems to be inferred by there having been a 





! ’ 
seven years of age, in the prrlor, appro iwhed near | uew Court oidered.—Boslon Atlas. 


the fire, when she remarked to her brother that it| 
seemed to her that clothes of some kind were on fire, | 


and at the sane instant discovering them to be her 
owa,she rant». the dvor to meet her inotier, who 
had just gone down stairs, and the moment the cold 
air inet her, it Set the whole apparel ina flame, and 


burned, 

Mrs. R. was badly burned, as was also a servant 
girl, in their attempts to save the little sutferer. The 
lovely child lingered until about 5 o’clock the next 
moraing, in full possession of her senses, reminded 
her mother, a half hour before her death, that her 
lately deceased little brother was three years old 


whea he died, that her own age was now five; bade | 


’ 


thema “happy new year,” and expired. She wasa 


lovely and beiove! ciibt, and deep indeed is the; 


wound her deat: his ma le in the hearts of ner afflict- 
ed parents. —N. H. Courier. 





The editors of the New York Journal of Com- 
merce have been favored with the annexed list of 
olficers of the U.S. ship Nachez, lately sailed froin 
Pensacola on a cruise: 


Benjamin Page, Jr., Esq , Commander ; James D. 


Knight, Grey Skipwith, John M. Berrien, William 
Lambert, Charles 8 Ridgely, Lieutenants ; Richard 
G. Cogdell, Master; George Blacknall, Surgeon ; 
Sterrett Ramsey, Esq., Purser ; John Thompson 
Mason, Assistant Surgeon; William H. Adains, N. 
Collins, Joel S. Kennard, Jas. W. Nicholson, John- 
ston B. Creighton, William Bissell, Widshipmen ; 
H. B. Page, Cuplain’s Clerk ; Joshua Bryant, Boat- 


swain; John L. Benthall, Gunner ; Thomas Whit- | 


man, Seilmaker; John Horner, Carpenter; Erwin 
J. Leedum, Purser’s Steward ; John March, Master 
al Arms, 

A Generat Navar Court MARrrtiAc is now 
sitting on board the U.S. Receiving Ship Columbus, 
at the navy yard, for the trial of Peter Clark, 
charged with striking a superior officer while in the 
discharge of his duty —a capital offence according to 
the laws of the navy. 

The Court is co:nposed of the following members: 
Com. John Downes, Presitent-—Capt. David Geisin- 
ger, Lieutenants Henry Bruce, A. J. Dallas, J. E. 
Prentiss, G. J. Van Brunt, G2orge A. Prentiss— 
Ebenezer Smith, Jr., Esq., Judge Advocate—Na- 
thauiel Austin, Esq., Counsel for the accused.—Bos- 
ton Post. 

We are informed that a Court Martial was ordered 
to convene at the navy yard, Charlestown, on the 
29th November last, for the trial of a seaman charged 
with mutiny. The proceedings of the Court were 
qiashed by Mr. Secretary Paulding, on the ground 
of sone alleged informality in the record, and an- 
other court has beea orJered to convene to dey for 
the purpose of re-trying the same. We doubt whether 
Mr. Secretary Paulding has acted with due discre- 








Gen. ScortT attended and addressed a public meet- 
ing in Ogdensburgh, in which he discoursed upon 
the duties of the American citizen toward toreign 


countries, denoupcing, with a good deal of energy, 
the attempt to force iastitutions upon another people, 
before her mother could sinother the flames the cloth. | 
ing was entirely consumed and her body dreadtully | 


who manifested ao disposition to receive them—an 
act, he said, which, as American citizens, we should 
repel with the utmost indignation, if the Canadian 
Government was tv attempt to force its monarchical 
institutions upon us. The Hon. Jonn Fine ad- 
dressed the neeting on the same subject. The thanks 
of the meeting were presented to Gen. Scott, aud 
$45 were taken for the relief of the American pri- 
suners at Kingston, 

REMINISCENCE OF THE NAVY. 

The following communication was written a short 
lime previous to the decease of the venerable author 
|in January 1838. We are indebted to a member of 
the family Jorthe MS., which wasdi-covered among 
the papers of the deceased.—Vational Gazelle. 

| For the National Gazette. 

My attention has been called to an article pub- 
lished in the National Gazette on the 31st of October 
last, headed ‘* Misrepresentation cerrected,” and 
over the signature of ** Vindex,”’ 

It is not my intention to enter into the feelings 
expressed by its author towards the biographer or the 
reviewer of the life of the gallant Bainbridge, but to 
reply to the assertion therein said to have been made 
by the elder President Adams, in a letier addressed 
to Mr. Jefferson, in the year 1822, viz: That Gen. 
Washington was averse to the American navy—by 
‘recording my testimony on that subject. 
| On the 3d of February, 1794, George Washington, 
ibeing then President of the United States, and Gen. 
| Kuox, the Secretary of War, the office of Secretary 
‘of the Navy not then existing, | received a note, of 
| which the following isa copy : 


“War OrFice, 3d Feb., 1794. 
‘*To Mr. JosHvuA HUMPHREYS: 

**Gen. Knox’s compliments to Mr. Humphreys, 
and would be happy to have a conference with him 
at the War Office any time before three o’clock this 
day if it will be convenient.” 


I attended; the subject under consideration was 
the cons'ruction of a navy. Whereat I set forth the 
principles on which I recommend frigates should be 
nuilt, as expressed in a letter which I bad addressed 
to the Hon. Robert Morris, of which the following 
is acopy: 


PHILADELPatA, 6th Jan, 1793. 
To the Hon, Ropertr Morris: 

Sir: From present appearances I believe it is time 
this country was possessed of a navy—but as that is 
yet to be raised, | have ventured a few ideas on the 
subject. 

Ships composing the European navies are gene- 
rally distinguished by their rates; but as the situation 
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of our coast and depth of water in our harbors are 
different in some degree from those of Europe, and 
as our navy must be for a considerable time inferior 
in the number of its vessels tu theirs, we are to consi- 
der wi at size ships will be most formidable, and be 
an overmatch for those ofan enemy. Such frigates 
as in blowing weather would be an overmatch for 
double-decked ships, or in light winds may evade 
coming to action by outsailing them. Ships built on 
these principles will render those of an enemy in a 
degree useless, or will require them to have a supe- 
riority in number before they attack our ships. 

Frigates, I suppose, will be their first object, and 
I think none of them ought to be built less than one 
hundred and fifty feet keel, to carry twenty-eight 
thirty-two pounders, or thirty twenty-four pounders 
on the gun deck, and twelve pounders on the quar- 
ter deck. These ships should have scantlings equal 
to seventy-fours. As such ships will cost a large | 
sum of money, they should be built of the best mate- 
rials which can be procured, and the timbers framed 
and bolted together. 


—— Sreesanth or ees a ee neers TENET eran 


The frigate then built by me, the United States, 
was frequently visited during the progress of her 
building by President Washington, who expressed 
deep interest in all that related to her and to the in- 
tended navy. 

On the 24th July, 1794, I received a letter of in- 
structions, of which the annexed is a copy: 


War DeparrMeEnrT, 24th July, 1794. 
To Mr. Josnua Humpureys : 

Sir: I request that you would have the moulds 
for the frigates prepared with all possible despatch, 
for the purpose of being transported to the following 
places, viz: 

To Norfolk, 44 gun ship, (the Chesapeake, ) adress- 
ed to Wm. Pennock, agent. 

To Baltimore, 36 gun ship, (the Constellation,) 
Samuel and Joseph Sterrett. 

To New York, 44 gun ship, (the President,) John 
Blagge. 

To Boston, 44 gun ship, (the Constitution,) Hen- 
ry Jackson. 

To Portsmouth, N. H., 36 gun ship, (the Con- 





“If we build our ships of the same size as the Euro- | 
peans, they having so great a number of them, we| 
shall always be behind them. 1 would build them | 
of a larger size than theirs, and take the lead of} 
them, which is the only safe method of commencing | 
a uavy. l am, very respectfully, yours, 

JOSHUA HUMPHREYS. 
An act entitled ** An Act to provide a Naval Ar- | 
mament,” passed both Houses of Congress, and was | 
approved by President Washington, the 27th of 
March, 1794. | 
The Ist section authorized the President of the | 
United States to procure by purchase, or otherwise | 
equip, four ships to carry 44 guns each, and two! 
Ships to carry 36 guns each. | 

The 5th section of the same act authorized the Pre- ' 

sident of the United States to procure by purchase | 


| 


or otherwise, in lieu of the said ships, a Naval force | 


not exceeding in the whole that by this act directed; | 
so that no ship thus provided shall carry less than | 
thirty-two guns, or he may so provide any portion | 
thereof, which in his discretion he may think proper. | 
Shortly after the passage of this act, I received a | 
letter, of which the following is a copy : 
War Orrice, April 12th, 1794. | 
To Mr. Josnvua HuMPHREYs: 
Sir: I request that you will please immediately 
prepare the models for the frames of the frigates| 
proposed by youin your letter of this date, and also | 
that you would please prepare an accurate draft and | 
models of the same; the latter to have the frames ac- 


curately described. 
H. KNOX, 


I have mislaid the copy of my letter to General 
Knox of the 12th of April, 1794, to which the pre- 
ceding letter from him to me of the satne date re- 
plies; this must account for its omission immediate- 
ly preceding his. It in effect proposed to construct 
the frigates on the same principles as set forth in my 
Jetter to the Hon. Robert Morris, of the 6th of Janu- 
ary, 1793, and proposed models for the construction 
of the frigates in confurmity thereto, which were 
adopted, and the frigates, with the exception of the 
Chesapeake, built thereon. 

On the 28th of June, 1794, I received instructions 
as follows : 

War DeparTMENT, June 28th, 1794. 

To Mr. Joshua HUMPHREYS: 

Sir: You are appointed the Constructor or Mas- 
ter Builder of a 44 gun ship, to be built in the port 
of Philadelphia, at the rate of compensation of two 
thousand dollars per annum ; this compensation to 
be considered as commencing on the Ist of May 
Jast, in consideration of your incessant application to 
the public interest, in adjusting the principles of the 
ships, drawing the drafts, making the moulds, &c. 


gress,) Jacob Sheaff. 
Mr. Fox, who is under your direetion, will also 
apply himself closely to this business. 
Your humble servant, 


H. KNOX. 


I had also to provide rough moulds and instruc- 
tions to Mr. Morgan, who was sent to Georgia to 
cut timber for the frigates. After the moulds, drafts, 
and instructions were completed and forwarded to 
the different agents as directed in Gen. Kunox’s let- 
ter, it was found there was not any person at Nor- 
folt supposed to be capable of building a frigate. Mr. 
Fox was appointed to build her. Before he arrived 
at Norfolk the keel had been spliced and laid for the 
44 gun ship to be built there; the keel was afterwards 
cut to that of a 36 gun ship—on a new dralt drawn 
by Mr. Fox, differing from the one I had forwarded, 
By what authority the alteration was made | never 
could ascertain. The ship so built was the Chesa- 

ake. 

The duties of Naval Constructor was performed 
by me, and I was in correspondence with the seve- 
ral Secretaries of the Department, from my appoint- 
ment in May, 1794, throughout the Washington 
Adwministration—the whole period of the elder Mr. 
Adams’s team, and for a short time under that of Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Un the 29th of January, 1800, I received an order 
from the Secretary of the Navy to examine the ports 
of New London, Newport, Boston, Portsmouth, N. 
H., Portland, and Wiscasset, in Casco Bay, for the 
purpose of selecting the most suitable place for a 
Dock Yard. This | performed, and duly reported on. 
I was also directed to purchase the navy yard in Phi- 
ladelphia, and lay out one in Washington. These 
things were ordered, as | understood, because the 
elder Adams, then President of the United States, 
was aware of Mr. Jefferson’s hostility to an effi- 
cient navy, and was resolved to secure all these 
points before he weut out of office. , 

On the 13th of August, 1801, | received a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, from which 1 insert 
the following extract : 


Navy DeparRTMENT, 13th Aug., 1801. 
To Mr. Joshua HUMPHREYS: 


Sir: With respect to providing the repairs of the 
Constellation, you certainly must te the best judge, 
not only of what may be wanting, but of the fitness 
of the articles offered; you will therefore continue 
to purchase them, giving orders to George Harrison, 
Esq.; for payment. The frigate Constellation has 
been examined, and found to be considerably de- 
cayed,. particularly the ends of the beams. She is 
under orders for a thorough repair. Thanking you 
for your suggestions on this and other subjects, which 





H. KNOX. 





will receive due attention, and soliciting a continu- 
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ance of your observations on whatever points you 
may deem proper or conducive to the linproveiment 
of our navy, ah 
ry respec , s, 
Ba ey ee ROBERT SMITH, 

A short time afterwards brought me the following 
mnoae Navy DeparTMENT, Oct. 24th, 1801. 

To Mr. Josuvua Humpureys, Esq. 

Sir: As it is not intended that either of the 74’s 
shall be commenced until the timber is duly pre- 

ared and properly seasoned, the station which you 
old as Naval Constructor has become unnecessary, 
and I am under the necessity, though very reluctant- 
ty, to inform you that your services will be dis- 
yensed with after the Ist of November next, up 
to which period you will please make up your ac- 
count, and transmit it to the Accountant for settle- 
ment. You will, I hope, be duly sensible how very 
painful it is for me to make you this unpleasant com- 
munication, and be persuaded, sir, my sensibility is 
increased by considerations resulting from a know- 
ledge of your worth, and the uniformly good and 
useful character you have sustained since you have 
been in the employ ofthe Department. But, sir, itis 
hoped, should your services hereafter be required, 
that you will not withhold them. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, yours, 
ROBERT SMITH. 

The foregoing is testimony that General Washing 
ton was not only not “ averse to the creation of a 
navy,” but was its early and ** zealuus advocate.” 

This is evidenced by the conference on the sub- 
ject of a navy, which the Secretary of War, (Gene- 
ral Knox) requested on the 3d of February, 1794, 
previous to the act passed 27th of March, 1794, “ to 
provide a naval armament for the United States,”’ 
and by the zeal of his administration in carrying the 
provisions of the act into operation, shewn by the 
quickly succeeding dates of General Knox’s le.ters, 
directing the drafting, moulding, and building of 
the ships. 

The fifth section of the act left it to the choice of 
the President to substitute ships of 32 guns for the 
44’s and 36’s which the first section authorized. A 
less “ zealous advocate for the creation of a navy,” 
would, “in the straightened means of the public 
Treasury at that time,” have preferred the substitute. 

But Presidént Washington, throughout the whole 
of his administration, looked not only at tne present, 
but also to the future, and determined, by his adop- 
tion of the principles on which the ships were con- 
structed, tuat the navy of the United States should be 
a Hercules—even in its cradle. 

JOSHUA HUMPHREYS. 

Pont Reading Farm, Delaware county, Pennsy|- 
vania, Dec. 1837. 


ParRAtLax or A Fixep Star.—We copy the 
following paragraph from a late number of the Lon- 
don Globe. For some of our readers, perhaps, an ex- 
planation of the nature of the discovery mentioned 
may be necessary. The Parallax is the angle formed 
by two lines drawn from different points of observa- 
tion. Thejdistance between these points and the an- 
gle formed by the line between them and the lines 
drawn respectively from them to the object, being 
ascertained, the parallax inay be measured, and hence 
the distance of the object may be found. . 

Owing to the immense distance of the fixed stars, 
their parallax has heretofore been held inappreciably 
minute ; and no data. for calculating the. distance 
could be ascertained. The ditheulty, however, seems 
now upon good authority to be os ercome, and if true, 
this is one of the greatést ‘discoveries in the history 
of astronomy .—Nulional Gazette: 

“ Parallax of .a*Fized Star.—This important’ and 
valuable problem, which has for so many centuries 








been an object of inquiry amongst astronomers, has, 


it appears by letters received in this country, been 
solved by Professor Bessel, of Konigsburgh. His ob- 
servations were made on the double star, No.61, in 
the constellation Cygnus, whose distance he has as- 
certained to be 660,00 times the radius of the earth’s 
orbit, or 62 trillions and 700 billions of miles in round 
numbers. The details of this discovery will be com- 
inunicated at an early meeting of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society.” 


























ARMY. 
OFFICIAL, 
GENERAL Heap QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ORDERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 7. Washington, Jan. 14, 1838, 


Tue following has been received from the War 
Depatrment, and is published for the information of 
all concerned :— 

“WASHINGTON, Jan, 4, 1839. 

** ProcEEDINGS of a Board of Officers assembled at 

the city of Washington under the following order; 
War DEPARTMENT, Dec. 22, 1838. 

A Board of Officers, to consist of Major General 
Macomb, Commanding the army, Brigadier General 
Fenwick, 4th regiment of Artillery, Colonel Croghan, 
Inspector General, Colonel Totten, Chief Engineer, 
Lieut. Colonel Clarke, of the 8th Infantry, Major 
Garland, of the Ist Infantry, and Major Erving, of 
the 4th Artillery, will convene in this city as early 
as practicable, for the purpose of taking into conside- 
ration the subject of the relative rank of certain offi- 
cers of the Quartermaster’s Department, and the-Corps 
of Engineers, and such other cases as may be submit- 
ted to the Board. 

The Board will report their opinion on all the cases 
submitted, for the information of theSecretary of War. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

‘* [n compliance with the above order, the Board as- 
sembled on the 28th of December, 1838 ; present all 
the members except Colonel Croghan, who had been 
relieved by order of the Secretary of War, and contin- 
ued its session from day to day till the 4th of Janu- 
ary, 1839. During its session the following ques- 
tions, being submitted, received, aiter due delibera- 
tion, the answers thereunto severally annexed. 

Question...Froin what date should the officers of 
the Quartermaster’s Department, denominated As- 
sistant Quartermasters, with the rank of Captain, take 
rank a3 Captains? 

Answer...From the date assigned by the President 
and Senate, 

Question...On what principle should the relative 
rank of the Assistant Quartermasters be determined ? 

Answer...According to their relative rank by com- 
mission—not by brevet--in the army at the time of 
their appointment as Assistant Quartermasters, with 
the rank of Captains, under the law of July 5, 1838. 
And in cases where commissions of the same grade 
and date interfere, a retrospect is to be had to for- 
mer commissions—not brevets—in actual service. 

Question...What should be the relative rank in the 
Quartermaster’s Department of Captain F. Searle, 
Captain O. Cross, and Captain J. P. Davis? 

Answer...\nasmuch as the officers in question were 
nominated and confirmed, according to their then 
rank as First Lieutenants, the Board is of opinion 
that Captain Searle should have precedence of Capts. 
Cross and Davis. 

Question...Captain Waite, in consequence of his 
seniority, or length of service in the Quartermaster’s 
Departinent, as Assistant Quartermaster, claims the 
place of Quartermaster, with the rank of Major, to 
which Major Hunt was appointed. Was the appoint 
ment of Major Hunt the preper one? 

Answer...Inasmuch as Major Hunc had rank in the 
line over Captain Waite—lineal rank being the onl 
military rank possessed by either of them—the Board 
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consider this seniority of Major Hunt as having enti- 
tled him to the appointment of Quartermaster. 

Question...Whet should be the relative position of 
Paytnaster Leslie, in the list of Paymasters of the 
ariny? 

Answer...In the opinion of the Board, Paymaster 
Leslie should be placed on the list of Pay masters ac- 
cording to the date of his appointment as Paymaster 
of the Corps of Engineers. 

Question... What should be the relative rank in the 
list of the Corps of Engineers of First Lieutenants H. 
W. Benham, D. Leadbetter, M. C. Meigs, and D. P. 
Woodbury ? 

Answer,..As they stand on the official Army Re- 
gister of the Ist of September, 1838. 

Question...What should be the dates of the com- 
missions of Majors Long, Bache, Graham, and Turn- 
bull, of the Corps of Topographical Engineers ; of | 
Captains Swift, Williams, Canfield, and Grahain; and | 
of First Lieutenants Linnard, Macomb, Simpson, ; 
Blake, and Allen; and of Second Lieutenants Warner, | 
Woodruff, Gunnison, Scammon, and McLane, of the 
same corps? 

Answer...The officers above named should be ar- 
ranged on the Army Register, with dates as follow: 

S. H. Long, Major Top. Eng., by commission, 7th 
July, 1838; Lt. Col. by brevet, 29th April, 1826. 

H. Bache, Major Top. Eng. by commission 7th 
July, 1838; Major by brevet 24th July, 1828. 

J. D. Graham, Major Top, Eng. by commission 
7th July, 1838; Major by brevet 14th September, 
1834. 

W. Turnbull, Major Top. Eng. by commission 7th 
July, 1838 ; Major by brevet 23d November, 1837. 

W. H. Swift, Captain of Top. Eng., by commis- 
sion, 7th July, 1833 ; Captain by brevet, Ist August, 
1832. 

W.G. Williams, Captain of Top.'Eng., by commis- 
sion, 7th July, 1833; Captain by brevet, 28th Janu- 
ary, 1834. 

A. Canfield, Captain of Top. Eng., by commission, | 
7th July, 1838; Captain by brevet, 14th September, | 
1834. 

C. Graham, Captain of Top. Eng., by commission, | 
7th July, 1833; Captain by brevet, 31 December, | 
1835. 

T. B. Linnard, First Lieutenant of- Top. Eng., by 
commission, 7th July, 1838; First Lieutenant of ar- 
tilery, by former commission, 28th December, 1835. 

J. N, Macomb, First Lieutenant of Top. Eng., by 
commission, 7th July, 1838; First Lieutenant of ar- 
tillery, by former commission, 15th October, 1836. 

J. H. Simpson,"First Lieutenant of Top. Eng., by 
commission, 7th July, 1838; First Lieutenant of ar- 
tillery, by former commission, 30th April, 1837. 

J. E. Blake, First Lieutenant of Top. Eng., by 
commission, 7th July, 1838; First Lieutenant of in- 
fantry, by former coirnmission, 6th September, 1837. 

A. P. Allen, First Lieutenant of Top. Eng., by 
commission, 7th July, 18383; First Lieutenant of artil- 
lery, by former commission, 23d November, 1837. 

W. H, Warner, Second Lieutenant of Top. Eng, 
by commission, 7th July, 1838; Second Lieutenant 
of artillery, by former commission, Ist July, 1836. 

J. C. Woodruif, Second Lieutenant of Top. Eng., 
by commission, 7th July, 1838; Second Lieutenant of 
artillery, by brevet, Ist July, 1836. 

J. W. Gunnison, Second Lieutenant of Top. Eng., 
by commission, 7th July, 1838 ; Second Lieutenant 
of artillery, by former commission, Ist July, 1837, 

E. P. Scammon, Second Lieutenant of Top. Eng.. 
by commission 7th July, 1838 ; Second Lieutenant of 
artillery, by former commission, Ist July, 1837. 

Robert McLane, Second Lieutenant of Top. Eng., 
by commission,7th July, 1838; Second Lieutenant of 
Dragoons, by former commission, Ist July, 1837. 


Question...What should be the dates of the com- 














Ordnance Department ; and how should they be re- 
gistered ? 

Answer...They should be arranged on the Army 
Register with dates,as follow : 

J. Williamson, Ist Lieut. of Ordnance, 30th Sept., 
1833. 

R. H. K. Whitely, Ist Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838; Ist Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
18th Dec., 1835. 

R. E. Temple, Ist Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838 ; 1st Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
22d June, 1836, 

G. H. Talcott, Ist Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838 ; Ist Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
23th Sept., 1836. 

J. F. Lee, 1st Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 1838 ; 


Ist Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 17th 


Dec., 1836. 

J. M. Morgan, Ist Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838; Ist Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
3ist May, 1837. 

L. A. B. Walbach, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, Ist Oc- 
tober, 1835. 

P. V. Hagner, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838; 2d Lieut. ofartillery, by brevet, Ist July, 1836. 

R. A. Wainwreght, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838; 2d Lieut, of artillery, by brevet, Ist July, 1835, 

A.B. Dyer, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838 ; 2d Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
Ist July, 1237, 

A. H. Dearborn, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1838; 2d Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
Ist July, 1838 

J. T. Metcalf, 2d Lieut. of Ordnance, 9th July, 
1833; 2d Lieut. of artillery, by former commission, 
Ist July, 1838. 

Question...Should officers who were appointed into 
the army from the Marine Corps, and who have been 
continuously in service, have the dates of their origin- 
al commissions as Marine Officers, entered in the 
Ariny Register, under the head of ‘ original entry 
into service ?” 

Answer...Yes. 

The Board having had under consideration the case 
of Assistant Surgeon Eaton, and it appearing that he 
has repeatedly declined promotion, the Board is of 
opinion that no injustice has been done to Assistant 
Surgeon Eaton in not promoting him. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General. 
J. R. FENWICK, Bot. Brig. Gen. 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, Col. of Eng’rs. 
N.S. CLARKE, Lt. Col. 8th Inf. 
JOHN GARLAND, Mvyor 1st Inf. 
J. ERVING, Bot. Major 4th Arty.” 
Approved : J. R. POINSETrT.” 
By oRDER OF ALEXANDER Macomes, 

Masor GENERAL COMMANDING-IN-CHIEF ? 

R. JONES, Adj’t Gen. 


NAVY. 


ORDERS. 


Jan. 12—Master R. H. Nichols, Navy Yard, N. York. 
14—Dr. T. B. Salter, relieved from order to frigate 
Constitution, as Fleet Surgeon Pacific squadron. 
15—Mid. M C. Watkins, det’d from Macedonian. 
Mid J. F. Marrast, transferred from survey un- 
der Lieut. Glynn, to frigate Macedonian. 
APPOINTMENT. 
Jan. 12—Robert H. Nichols, acting master. 
VESSELS REPORTED. 


Revenue cutter Washington, Lt. Comd’t Frazer, re- 
turned to New York on the 8th inst., from acruise of 15 
days on the coast, to supply vessels in distress ; and 
sailed again on the 12th, on another cruise. The follow- 
ing is a list of officers: Alex. V. Frazer, Lieut. Comd’t; 
John B. Fulton, lst Lieut.; Joha 8. S. Chaddock, 2d 














missions of the first and second lieutenants of the 


Lieut.; Frederick A. Barstow, 3d Lieut.; John 
Warrant Pi ’ 3 Taylor, 
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